
MINUTES OF MEETING OF GLENTIES MUNICIPAL DISTRICT 

COMMITTEE 

 

HELD ON 9th APRIL 2019 IN DUNGLOE PUBLIC SERVICE CENTRE 
_______________________________________________ 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT:     Cllr. John Sheamais Ó Fearraigh 

Cllr. Marie Therese Gallagher 

    Cllr. Terence Slowey 

Cllr. Enda Bonner 

Cllr. Michéal Cholm Mac Giolla Easbuig 

Cllr. Seamus Ó Domhnaill   

 

OFFICIALS PRESENT:  Michael McGarvey, A/Director Water & Environment 

Brendan McFadden – S.E.E. Area Manager, Roads & 

Transportation 

Eamonn Brown - Area Manager, Housing & Corporate  

Killian Smith – Planning Enforcement Officer 

Charles Sweeney – Administrator Officer, Community 

Development 

David Friel – Coastal Officer 

Michael Rowsome, S.S.O. Motor Tax/Corporate 

 

 

 

GMD 42/19 MINUTES SILENCE 

 

 A minutes silence was observed by all in attendance in 

memory of Dessie Larkin, prior to commencement of 

the meeting. 

 

GMD 43/19 Minutes of Glenties Municipal District Meeting held 

on 12th March 2019 

 

 On the proposal of Cllr. Gallagher, seconded by Cllr. 

Bonner, the minutes of the meeting of the Glenties 

Municipal District Committee held on the 12th March 

2019 were confirmed. 

 

 

 



 

GMD 44/19   Report from Workshop 

 

The Committee noted the report from the Workshop 

held on the 12th of March 2019 in relation to (1) Ten T 

Priority Route Improvement and (2) WIFI4EU 

Initiative. 

 

GMD 45/19   PLANNING SERVICE 

 

45.1    Development Applications 

 

Members discussed the report circulated with the 

agenda and presented by the Executive Planner in 

relation to statistics for the period to end of 

February 2019. 

 

Cllr. Bonner and Cllr. Gallagher highlighted planning 

issues in the Maghery area, regarding the inability of 

local families to obtain permission for development 

resulting in a negative impact on the provision of rural 

education.  Cllr. Gallagher also queried the relevance 

of statistical information in light of the absence of 

any data on withdrawn applications. 

 

45.2    Decentralisiation 

 

The Executive Planner informed the Committee that 

there are no plans to decentralise the planning service.  

Cllr. Gallagher outlined her concerns at the ability of 

the centralised Planning Service to adequately cope 

with increasing demands and reiterated her request 

for the determination of indicators in this regard. 

 

45.3    Enforcement 

 

Members noted the statistical report circulated with 

the agenda and presented by the Executive Planner. 

 

 

 



 

45.4    Planning Clinics 

 

The Committee noted that planning clinics have been 

scheduled for 10th April, 1st May, 15th May and 29th 

May. 

 

45.5    Agents Workshops 

 

Members welcomed the arrangement of Agents’ 

workshops to facilitate a two-way conversation. 

 

45.6    Central Planning Unit 

 

The Committee noted the report previously circulated 

and presented by the Executive Engineer in relation to 

(i) Local Area Plans (ii) Town and Village Renewal 

Programmes and (iii) Hericoast Projects. 

 

In response to concerns expressed by Cllr. Gallagher 

regarding the outstanding Dungloe Masterplan, the 

Executive Engineer advised that progress in this 

regard is awaiting establishment of the Regeneration 

Unit.    Cllr. Gallagher expressed concern at the 

impact of ongoing delays on future planning 

submissions in Dungloe, e.g. Dungloe GAA development 

proposals.  The Executive Engineer updated the 

Committee on flooding concerns regarding a site at 

Lower Main Street, Dungloe. 

 

45.7    Sliabh Liag Distillers 

 

Cllr. Ó Domhnaill and Cllr. Slowey informed the 

Committee of their recent attendance at an event 

where the proposed plans for the development of a 

distillery in Ardara were on public display. 

 

Both Members commended the public consultation, the 

anticipated economic boost to the Ardara area, and 

requested all Members to support this development. 

 



 

GMD 46/19   ENVIRONMENT 

 

46.1    Waste Litter Management and Litter Enforcement 

 

The Committee welcomed the report circulated 

previously and presented by the Coastal Officer 

regarding the ‘big Donegal Clean-up’.  Cllr. Mac Giolla 

Easbuig highlighted ongoing illegal dumping at sites 

behind the Gweedore Industrial Estate, Coshclady and 

in proximity to Pobal Scoil Gaoth Dobhair. 

 

Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig requested the Council to 

address ongoing concerns at Molloys shop and to 

increase the provision of both recycling facilities and 

opening hours at the Dungloe Recycling Centre. 

  

In response to a request from Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig 

to provide documentary evidence along with litter 

pollution fines issued by the Council, the Director 

informed Members that there won’t be any change to 

the current protocols in accordance with legal advice 

and in compliance with GDPR regulations.  The 

Director also undertook to revert to the Committee 

with practical examples of litter management 

proposals in response to concerns expressed by Cllr. 

Gallagher in relation to Holiday Home Waste Disposal. 

 

46.2    Clean and Green Awards 2018  

 

Members welcomed the awards scheme to recognise 

groups that achieved high scores in the National Tidy 

Towns competitions. 

 

46.3    Anti Dumping Initiative 2019 

 

The Committee noted the report circulated with the 

agenda and presented by the Coastal Officer in 

relation to the launch of the 2019 Anti-Dumping 

Initiative to tackle illegal dumping and to develop 



effective deterrents to discourage potential 

offenders.  

 

46.4    Environment Float 

 

Members noted that an environment themed float was 

entered into the Letterkenny, St. Patrick’s Day Parade 

to raise awareness of marine plastics. 

 

46.5    Household Food Waste Bin 

 

The Committee welcomed the ongoing roll out of 

household food waste bins to assist in the diversion of 

food waste material for composting or renewable 

energy. 

 

46.6    Farm Plastic Collections 

 

Members noted that the Irish Farm Film Plastics 

Group have organised and advertised Bring Centres 

for collection of farm plastics. 

 

46.7    Climate Change 

 

The Committee noted ongoing work regarding public 

consultation in advance of presentation of a Climate 

Change Adaptation Strategy for adoption to the 

Council. 

 

46.8    Pilot Beach Project 

 

The Committee noted the report circulated previously 

and presented by the Coastal Officer regarding a 

recently launched pilot initiative to address cigarette 

litter on beaches.  Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig also 

highlighted the prevalence of dog fouling on beaches. 

 

46.9    Clean Coasts 

 

Members noted the success of the recent roadshow 

held on 14th March which consisted of talks and 



workshops in relation to biodiversity, Dune systems, 

marine litter, wildlife and sustainable developments. 

 

Clean Coasts in partnership with Irish Water and the 

Council are also running a ‘Think Before You Flush’ 

campaign to tackle the problem of sewage related 

litter on Ireland’s beaches. 

 

46.10    Coastal Erosion 

 

Cllr. Gallagher requested the Coastal Officer to meet 

local residents to discuss interim measures to address 

coastal erosion on Cruit Island. 

 

Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig requested an update on coastal 

erosion issues at Carrickfinn, Curransport and 

Magheragallon. 

 

Cllr. Ó Fearraigh requested an update on the progress 

of marram grass planting initiative in Magheroarty. 

 

In response to a query from Cllr. Bonner regarding 

coastal erosion in Maghery, the Coastal Officer 

informed the Committee that the OPW requested the 

Council to revise tender documents to include flooding 

issues along with coastal protection measures. 

 

46.11    Drumatinney Beach 

 

Cllr. Ó Domhnaill welcomed the approval of shower 

facilities for Drumatinney Beach in Falcarragh and 

anticipated that this facility will be a catalyst for 

further improvements at this location. 

 

46.12    Flooding 

 

Cllr. Ó Domhnaill requested an update on mitigation 

measures to address flooding concerns at Ray. 

 



Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig also requested the Council to 

ascertain if there are any blockages at the river near 

the old chapel in Derrybeg. 

 

 

46.13    Public Toilets 

 

The Committee welcomed the report circulated with 

the agenda regarding the new pilot community Toilet 

Scheme to ensure that clean, safe and easily 

accessible toilets are available to the public at no 

cost. 

 

In response to concerns expressed by Cllr. Gallagher 

regarding the continuous delays in progression of 

Dungloe public toilets, the Director and Coastal 

Officer confirmed that works will be complete and in 

use during the Summer months. 

 

Cllr. Ó Domhnaill requested an upgrade of the public 

toilets in Dunfanaghy. 

 

46.14    Sewage Treatment 

 

Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig requested the Council to liaise 

with Irish Water regarding the necessity for a 

treatment plant in Annagry to serve the surrounding 

districts. 

 

46.15    Marble Hill Beach 

 

Cllr. Ó Domhnaill expressed concern at the proposals 

by Irish Water to implement a road closure on the 

main road to Marble Hill Beach during May to 

facilitate water pipe replacement and to divert traffic 

onto an unsuitable minor road.  Members expressed 

their continuing dismay at the lack of communication 

between the Council and Irish Water. 

 

 

 



46.16    Invasive Species 

 

On the proposal of Cllr. Ó Domhnaill, seconded by Cllr. 

Gallagher, the Committee recommended that pilot 

projects be undertaken at the Glenea River and on 

Arranmore. 

 

GMD 47/19   HOUSING AND CORPORATE 

 

47.1    Grants 

 

The Committee discussed the reports circulated with 

the agenda and presented by the Housing Manager 

regarding the status of: 

(a) Housing Aid for Older People Grants 

(b) Housing Adaptation Grants 

(c) Mobility Aids Grants 

 

In response to concerns expressed by Cllr. Bonner 

regarding 1 no. grant approved to date in 2019, the 

Housing Manager clarified the impact of new 

regulations on the processing of grants. 

 

47.2    Casual Vacancies 

 

The Committee discussed the report on the status of 

casual vacancies as at the 1st of April, circulated with 

the agenda and presented by the Housing Manager. 

   

    The Committee were informed that: 

(a) works are ongoing at 11 no. properties with an 

expected complete date in June and  

(b) a tender for works required at 4 no. properties 

is due back on the 18th April 2019. 

 

47.3    Acquisitions 

 

Members noted the status of 2 no. acquisitions in 

Falcarragh and Derrybeg. 

 



The Housing Manager informed Members that Housing 

Construction are proceeding with a land survey in 

respect of 3 Údarás owned properties in Fintown and 

that legal work is ongoing in respect of a right of way 

issue. 

 

Members were also advised of ongoing discussions 

with Respond and Clúid Approved Housing Bodies 

regarding design and costings of additional Housing 

Units in Dungloe. 

 

The Housing Manager informed Cllr. Gallagher that 

her suggestion regarding take-over of the multi storey 

O’Donnell Building on Dungloe Main Street will be 

assessed under the Buy and Renew Scheme. 

 

47.4    Retrofit Programme 

 

The Housing Manager updated Members in relation to 

a funding application for upgrading of windows and 

doors in respect of 80 properties in the MD. 

 

47.5    Maintenance 

 

In response to queries from Cllr. Gallagher regarding: 

(1) the inadequacy of stove installations at Gort na 

Móna Scheme in Dungloe, the Housing Manager 

advised that works in this regard will be undertaken 

under the 2019 maintenance programme and (2) the 

connection of Altán and An Choill Schemes in 

Burtonport to the Sewage Scheme, the Housing 

Manager advised of ongoing discussions with Irish 

Water. 

 

47.6    Housing Maintenance 

 

Members expressed disappointment with the lack of 

update from the Housing Capital Service in relation to 

proposals for prospective housing developments in the 

Municipal District. 

 



Cllr. Ó Domhnaill outlined his frustration with the 

apparent lack of urgency by Housing Capital, in terms 

of sourcing finance from Central funds and of the slow 

pace of progress in respect of the Dunfanaghy 

development.  The Housing Manager informed the 

Committee that a meeting of Members and Housing 

Constructon has been scheduled for the 15th of April 

in Lifford, which will be an opportunity for Members 

to be appraised of all recent developments. 

 

47.7    Private Rented Accommodation 

 

Cllr. Gallagher informed the Committee that onerous 

standards imposed on Landlords is having a 

detrimental effect on the availability of rented 

housing.  Cllr. Ó Domhnaill requested the Housing 

Service to concentrate resources on upgrading Council 

housing stock.  The Housing Manager advised Members 

that the housing authority is responsible for 

enforcement of Housing (Standards for Rented 

Houses) Regulations 2017. 

 

GMD 48/19   COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT 

 

48.1    Development Fund Initiative 2019 

 

On the proposal of Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig, seconded 

by Cllr. Gallagher, the Committee agreed the allocation 

of DFI funding in the sum of €120,000 as per 

hereunder: 

 

     Development Fund Initiative   

       2019 Glenties Municipal District 
1 Coiste Fobartha Rann na Feisrste  €     12,000.00  
2 Courses at Cluain na d'Tor, Falcarragh  €       2,500.00  
3 Ionad a' Phobail Machaire Rabhartaigh  €       3,000.00  
4 Rosses Anglers Association  €       2,500.00  
5 Awake Tourism  €     12,500.00  
6 Coiste Cultoir Loch An Iuir  €       2,500.00  
7 Loughros Point Rowing Club  €       2,500.00  
8 Arranmore Country Festival  €       3,750.00  
9 Clochaneely Men’s Shed  €       2,500.00  



10 Pobail le Cheile CDP, Falcarragh  €       2,750.00  
11 Dunfanaghy Boxing Club  €       2,500.00  
12 SULT, Bunaninver  €       6,000.00  
13 Falcarragh Development Association  €       2,500.00  
14 Coiste Forbartha Phort Arthur  €       2,500.00  
15 Rosses Athletic Club  €       3,500.00  

16 CDP na Rosann  €       2,500.00  

17 Banna Cheoil Cloch Cheann Fhaola  €       3,500.00  

18 

Ionad Naomh Padraig (Coiste Forbartha 
Dhobhair Teo)  €       4,750.00  

19 

LAN CTR, Larionad Acmhainní Nadurtha 
Cuideachta Faoi Theorai na Rathaiochta  €       2,500.00  

20 Kincasslagh Rowing Club  €       3,500.00  

21 Coiste halla Naomh Bríde  €       2,500.00  

22 St. Micheals Church/ Community Hall  €       3,750.00  

23 Maghery Band Academy  €       3,000.00  

24 

Donegal GAP Heritage & History Group 
Ltd.  €       2,500.00  

25 

Comharchumann Forbartha Ghaoth 
Dobhair  €       3,750.00  

26 Coiste Slí Taobh an Mhuilinn  €       2,500.00  

27 Dunfanaghy Famine Heritage Centre   €       2,500.00  

28 Cumann Cadha Cill Ulta  €       2,500.00  

29 Clochaneely Golf Club  €       2,500.00  

30 Dungloe Tidy Towns  €       3,500.00  

31 Rosses Community Dyslexia Branch  €       3,750.00  

32 

CLG An Clochán Liath / Dungloe GAA 
Club  €       3,500.00  

33 Glenties Community Playgroup Ltd.  €       3,500.00  

   
  

 €    120,000.00  
 

48.2   Funding Report 2018 

 

The Committee noted the report circulated at the meeting 

and presented by the Community Development 

Administrative Officer regarding the award of €1,119,678 

funding within the Glenties Municipal District under LEADER 

Town and Village, Clár, Community Enhancement and DFI 

Programmes. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:Courses@Cluain%20na%20dTor.


48.3   Scéim Scoláireachtaí 2019 

 

Cllr. Ó Fearraigh commended the ongoing provision of 

scholarships to students in Donegal to attend Gaeltacht 

colleges throughout the Summer months. 

 

48.4   Playground Maintenance 

 

The Committee noted the report circulated with the agenda 

regarding the status of ongoing works to maintain 

playgrounds in the Municipal District. 

 

48.5   Dungloe Bay Walk 

 

The Community Development Administrative Officer 

informed Members that consultation with the Community will 

be scheduled to progress continuation of this project. 

 

48.6   Community Development Projects 

 

   Members noted the reports circulated previously regarding: 

 

(i) Intergenerational activity and Older Persons 

Council 

(ii) Walkability Audits 

(iii) Pride of Place 

(iv) Town and Village Renewal 

(v) Leader 

(vi) Donegal PPN 

(vii) International Pan Celtic Festival 

 

GMD 49/19  ROADS & TRANSPORTATION 

 

49.1   Ministerial Delegation 

 

Members welcomed the request to the Minister of 

Transport from the Roads Director seeking a delegation to 

meet regarding funding of the Regional Road from Dungloe 

to Fintown (R252) and from Fintown to Letterkenny (R250). 

 



Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig requested the Roads Service to 

include funding of the Main Road into Ranafast on the list of 

submissions to the Minister for Transport & Cllr. Gallagher 

seconded this proposal. 

 

 

49.2   Public Lighting 

 

The Roads Manager updated Members on the allocation of 

funding in the sum of €39,000 to upgrade public lighting at 

Meenacuing.  Cllr. Gallagher requested an update on the 

provision of lighting in Leitirmacaward. The Roads Manager 

advised that a price has been sought in this regard & 

Members will be advised on receipt of same. 

 

Cllr. Bonner highlighted the lack of public lighting at the 

back of the Dungloe PSC. The Roads Manager advised that 

Members had recently amended the 3 year Footpath & Public 

Lighting Programme and that lighting at this location was not 

included. 

 

49.3   Cycleway 

 

Cllr. Gallagher requested an urgent response regarding the 

outstanding works required on the N56 Cycleway track 

Leitirmacaward.  

 

 

49.4   Road Safety 

 

Cllr. Ó Domhnaill requested the Roads Service to obtain a 

costing and to progress necessary works to address road 

safety concerns at Muckish Junction.  The Roads Manager 

updated Members on the availability of low cost safety 

monies and that a design will be circulated to the Committee 

for feedback when it is available over the next few weeks. 

 

Cllr. Ó Fearraigh highlighted road safety concerns near 

Glenveagh within the Letterkenny Municipal District and the 

Roads Manager informed the Committee that the 



Letterkenny Roads Service have works planned to address 

safety concerns. 

In response to a query from Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig 

regarding safety concerns at Derrybeg Junction, the Roads 

Manager advised that he has recently discussed this junction 

with Road Design. 

 

49.5   Winter Gritting Programme 

 

In response to a query from Cllr. Ó Fearraigh regarding the 

purchase of an additional lorry and the inclusion of additional 

locations to the programme, the Roads Manager undertook to 

relay same to Brendan O’Donnell, the Divisional Manager.  

Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig also requested the inclusion of 

Magheroarty Crossroads to Siopa Andie’s in any expanded 

gritting programme. 

 

49.6   Footpaths 

 

Members highlighted the following locations for development 

of footpaths: 

 Mill Road, Dungloe to Randox Factory 

 Doochary 

 Extension of footpath to Supervalu Dungloe 

 Dunfanaghy to Port na Blagh 

 

The Roads Manager advised Members that a footpath 

programme had recently been agreed and that there will 

have to be a reprioritisation to address suggested locations. 

 

49.7   Hedgecutting 

 

In response to a query from Cllr. Ó Domhnaill, the Roads 

Manager clarified that a reduction in the programme 

occurred due to supervisory and time constraints. 

 

49.8   Bridge Works 

 

Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig requested the Council to source 

funding to upgrade and improve the Meenbanad Bridge. The 



Roads Manager advised that funding in this regard is 

currently unavailable. 

 

49.9   N56 Creeslough 

 

Cllr. Ó Domhnaill requested an extension to the scheme to 

the Flower Pot Garden Centre, Creeslough and the Roads 

Manager undertook to relay the recommendation to the 

NRDO. 

 

49.10   N56 Dungloe 

 

Cllr. Gallagher stressed the importance of public consultation 

with the local community in advance of any road closures. 

 

49.11   Traffic Management Dungloe 

 

Cllr. Gallagher proposed that the Council consider the 

purchase of McGovern’s building at the Carnmore Road/Main 

Street Junction to aid traffic flow.  Cllr. Mac Giolla Easbuig 

seconded this recommendation.  Cllr. Gallagher also 

recommended that the Council take over the Fairhill Road. 

 

49.12   Road Maintenance 

 

The Committee highlighted a number of road maintenance 

problems & the Roads Manager advised that he would 

respond directly to the Member that raised the issue. 

 

 

 

THIS CONCLUDED THE BUSINESS OF THE 

MEETING. 
 


